
Beekeepers around the world have 
observed the mysterious and sudden 
disappearance of bees, and report 

unusually high rates of decline 
in honeybee colonies.

Bee decline 

our lives depend 
on the bee’s lives

Bees make more than honey

1/3 of the food we eat depends on
pollinating insects
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They are key to food production 
because they pollinate our crops.

The bees in the colony 
must visit 2 million �owers,  
and �y over 55,000 miles. 
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The problem of bee decline
Beekeepers around the world have observed the mysterious 
and sudden disappearance of bees, and report unusually high 
rates of decline in honeybee colonies.

cAUSES of bee decline

Chemical Pesticides 
& Herbicides
Honeybees ingest these chemical pesticides during their daily pollination rounds. 
Widespread and ubiquitous use of pesticides, common practice in the current 
chemical intensive agriculture systems, can lead to mortality and/or altered 
foraging abilities for both wild and managed bees.

Radiation
Increase in atmospheric electromagnetic radiation as a result of growing number 
of cell phones, increased naviga.tion given off causes the bees’ inability to navigate.
The cell phone signals cause the bees to become lost and disoriented. The bees 
sense the signals transmitted when the phones ring, and emit heavy buzzing noises 
during cell phone calls.  The calls act as an instinctive warning to leave the hive, but 
the frequency confuses the bees, causing them to fly erratically.

Climate Change
Many of the predicted consequences of climate change,such as increasing 
temperatures, changes in rainfall patterns and more erratic or extreme weather 
events, will have impacts on pollinator populations. Some of these changes could
affect pollinators individually and ultimately their communities, becoming reflected 
in higher extinction rates of pollinator species.

Diseases and Parasites
Many beekeepers agree that the external invasive parasitic mite, Varroa destructor, 
is a serious threat to agriculture globally. Other parasites, such as Nosema ceranae, 
have been found to be highly damaging to honeybee colonies in some southern 
European countries. Other new viruses and pathogens are likely to put further
pressure on bee colonies. 

the solution

how to Get involved

citations

Ecological farming 
insures healthy farming and healthy food 
for  today and  tomorrow. 

The healthy farming would protect soil, water, 
climate and it would promote biodiversity. 
It would not contaminate the environment with 
chemicals such as chemical pesticides, fertilizers 
or genetically engineered organisms.

have a 

plant
buy 

local donate to
the bees

reduce
pesticides

No matter where you 
live, a plant is possible. 

It can be a garden in 
your backyard, a plant 
on your front porch, 
or a window box in 

your apartment. 

Limit the number of 
pesticides you are using 
on your plants. Watch 

out because the 
pesticides can poison 

the bees.

Go to a nearby farmer’s 
market to find local 

organically grown fruits, 
vegetables and honey 

that would help support 
the beekeepers and 
farmers in your area. 

There are nonprofit 
organizations dedicated 
to protecting pollinators 

like the bees. 
The world’s largest 
organization is the 

Pollinator Partnership. 
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